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Himachal Pradesh is renowned across the country 
for its natural beauty, snow-clad mountains, 
pristine rivers and dense forests. Forests cover 
nearly two-thirds of the state's geographical area 
and play a vital role in protecting its biodiversity, 
water sources and ecological balance. This is why 
we say, “Forests are our life.” Forests are not 
merely a collection of trees and plants; they are 
also a source of livelihood for millions of people, 
provide clean air and fresh water, and serve as a 
safe habitat for wildlife. Trees such as deodar, kail, 
chir pine, oak and toon not only enhance the natural 
beauty of Himachal Pradesh but also play a 
significant role in mitigating the effects of climate 
change.

 Today, challenges such as population 
growth, forest fires, illegal felling and climate 
change have made forest conservation more 
important than ever. Afforestation, conservation of 
natural forests,  public participation and 
environmental awareness are the keys to securing a 
greener future for Himachal Pradesh. For the 
financial year 2026–27, the Himachal Pradesh 
Forest Department has set a target of planting 50 
lakh saplings over an area of 7,000 to 8,000 
hectares. Of this, approximately 4,000 hectares 
will be brought under plantation activities through 
the Rajiv Gandhi Van Samvardhan Yojana. Chinar 
and other species are being planted in accordance 
with the geographical conditions and climatic 
suitability of different districts of the state.

 The Forest Department and the JICA 
Forestry Project have resolved to achieve Mission-
32 by 2030, which aims to increase the state's 
green cover to 32 per cent. Excellent work has been 
undertaken across the state's forest divisions under 

the state government's flagship initiatives, 
including the Rajiv Gandhi Van Samvardhan 
Yojana, Mukhyamantri Van Vistar Yojana and 
Rajiv Gandhi Green Adoption Scheme.

I am delighted to share that on the occasion of 
World Environment Day on 5 June this year, 
Hon'ble Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu launched the plantation campaign in Shimla 
by planting a Chinar sapling. Subsequently, on 25 
June, Hon'ble Chief Justice of the Himachal 
Pradesh High Court, Justice Gurmeet Singh 
Sandhawalia, inaugurated the plantation campaign 
at the Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla.
From 2018 to 2025, the JICA Forestry Project 
played a significant role in bringing about a green 
transformation across 22 forest divisions of the 
state by planting saplings of various species over 
an area of 8,343 hectares. As in previous years, the 
project will continue its efforts this year, through 
public participation and departmental initiatives, 
to achieve the targets set under Mission-32. Under 
the Mukhyamantri Van Vistar Yojana, the project 
successfully planted saplings of various species 
over 124 hectares last year.

“Let us all pledge to plant more saplings every 
year, protect our forests from fires and pollution, 
and preserve this invaluable natural heritage of 
Himachal Pradesh for future generations. After 
all, only when our forests remain protected can 
our lives, environment and the future of 
Himachal Pradesh remain secure”

If ere is rest, we are
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Four Books on the Forest Department and Its Projects Released

 On the occasion of World Environment Day 
2026, Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu launched the first phase of the Chinar 
plantation drive at his official residence, Oak Over.

 During the event organised by the Himachal 
Pradesh Forest Department, the Chief Minister 
planted Chinar saplings at Oak Over and conveyed 
the message of sustaining the state’s green 
revolution. He also distributed Chinar saplings 
among schoolchildren, encouraging them to take a 
pledge to protect the environment.

 Earlier, PCCF (HoFF) Dr. Sanjay Sood 
warmly welcomed the Chief Minister by presenting 
him with a bouquet.
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World Environment Day: 
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu Launches 
e First Phase of Chinar Plantaon

 

 On the occasion, Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu released four books 
published by the Forest Department. These included Van Bodh, a field handbook for frontline 
forest staff; Environmental Management and Regulations, authored by PCCF Dr. Sanjay Sood; 
Forestry Projects: Forest Conservation, Livelihood Improvement and Integrated Development, 
highlighting the outstanding work undertaken under the JICA, KfW and IDP projects; and Coffee 
Table Book on 75 Eco-Tourism Sites of Himachal Pradesh. Chief Minister Sukhu congratulated 
the Forest Department officials and the JICA Forestry Project management team on the successful 
publication of all four books.
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Chief Project Director Reviews Progress
and Seeks Feedback Dung Kinnaur Visit

 

 During his three day visit to Kinnaur from 
26 to 28 June 2026, PCCF (HoFF) and Chief 
Project Director of the JICA Forestry Project, 
Dr. Sanjay Sood, directed officials to expedite 
pending works under the Kinnaur Forest 
Division and ensure their timely completion.

 Dr. Sood arrived in Reckong Peo on 26 
June, where officers and employees of the 
Kinnaur Forest Division accorded him a warm 
welcome. On 28 June, he chaired a review 
meeting of the Forest Department and the 
project at Kalpa.

 During the meeting, he directed officials 
to ensure effective implementation of key state 
government initiatives, including the Rajiv 
G a n d h i  Va n  S a m v a r d h a n  Yo j a n a , 
Mukhyamantri Van Vistar Yojana and Rajiv 
Gandhi Green Adoption Scheme.

 Dr. Sood emphasised the need to 
accelerate the pace of the state's green 
revolution by undertaking large-scale 
plantation activities in Kinnaur this year. He 
said the Forest Department was playing a 
significant role in achieving the target of 
increasing the state's green cover to 32 per cent 
by 2030. To achieve this objective, all officers 
and forest personnel in the Kinnaur Forest 
Division must remain alert and committed to 
their responsibilities.

 During the visit, Dr. Sood also sought 
feedback on activities being implemented in 
Kinnaur under the JICA Forestry Project. He 
appreciated the project's contribution to forest 
conservation and livelihood improvement and 
instructed all project staff to work proactively 
and deliver their responsibilities efficiently.

 Among those present were Kinnaur 
Divisional Forest Officer Arvind Kumar, ACF 
Kinnaur Karn Kapoor, retired HPFS officer 
C.M. Sharma, SMS Kinnaur Radhika Negi, 
FTU coordinators and other project officers and 
employees.
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Rajiv Gandhi Green Adopon Scheme: MoUs
Signed wi Pvate Organisaons

 The Himachal Pradesh Government has 
launched the Rajiv Gandhi Green Adoption Scheme 
to promote ecosystem restoration, increase green 
cover and encourage public participation in 
environmental conservation across the state.

 The scheme provides an innovative 
opportunity for corporate entities, educational 
institutions, organisations and individual citizens to 
collaborate with the Forest Department and 
contribute to afforestation and the restoration of 
degraded forest areas.

 As part of this initiative, the Himachal 
Pradesh Forest Department signed Memoranda of 
Unders tanding  (MoUs)  wi th  two pr iva te 
organisations, Red Apple and Paradise Chateau, in 
Kullu on 22 June 2026. The agreements were signed 
in the presence of PCCF (HoFF) and Chief Project 
Director of the JICA Forestry Project, Dr. Sanjay 
Sood, and Conservator of Forests, Kullu, Sandeep 
Sharma.

 Dr.  Sanjay  Sood sa id  tha t  e l ig ib le 
organisations under the scheme could adopt forest 
areas identified by the Forest Department and 

undertake plantation, ecological restoration and 
maintenance activities in accordance with the 
department's prescribed technical guidelines.

 The initiative aims to conserve biodiversity, 
strengthen resilience to climate change, promote soil 
and water conservation, and create sustainable 
livelihood opportunities for local communities.

 He added that the scheme had been designed 
to encourage investment in environmental 
conservation under Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR), while ensuring scientific planning, regular 
monitoring and the long-term sustainability of 
plantation activities.

 The ownership and management of adopted 
forest areas will remain with the state government, 
and all activities will be carried out under the 
supervision and monitoring of the Forest 
Department.

 Dr. Sood reiterated the state government's 
commitment to building an environmentally rich and 
greener Himachal Pradesh. He expressed confidence 
that the scheme would prove to be a milestone in 
environmental conservation through public 
participation and collaboration with various 
organisations.

 On the occasion, Dr. Sood also visited Nature 
Park, Babeli, and planted a Chinar sapling.

 

Arvind Kapoor

SMS, Kullu



FOLLOW US ON: JICA HP FORESTRY PROJECT

CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu Applauds
e Efforts of Self-Help Groups

 On 15th October evening, during the 
Sarkar Gaon Ke Dwar programme organised at 
Ladaracha Ground, the Chief Minister visited a 
stall set up by the JICA Forestry Project. Women 
from six self-help groups associated with the 
project were delighted to interact with him.

 The Chief Minister appreciated the natural 
and chemical-free products displayed for sale and 
exhibition. He particularly praised the efforts of 
women engaged in producing Chharma-based 
products, which are rich in Vitamin C, and 
handmade carpets.

 He commended the women for their hard 
work and said that members of self-help groups 
were making significant contributions to 
livelihood improvement and economic self-
reliance.

 Lahaul-Spiti MLA Anuradha Rana, ACF 
Wildlife Spiti Chaman Lal Thakur, JICA Forestry 
Project Subject Matter Specialist for Wildlife, 
Spiti, Ashutosh Pathak, FTU Coordinator Kaza 
Meenakshi Bodh, and other Forest Department 
and project officials and employees were also 
present.

 

Ashutosh Paak

SMS, Wildlife Spiti



FOLLOW US ON: JICA HP FORESTRY PROJECT

Him Tradion Products Make a Mark at 
e Internaonal Kullu Dussehra Fesval

 The Him Tradition brand and organic products of the JICA Forestry Project attracted 
considerable attention during the International Kullu Dussehra Festival, held from 21 to 27 
October 2026.

 On 21st October, during the inauguration of the festival, Kullu Deputy Commissioner 
Dr. Amit Sharma inspected the exhibition and sales stall set up by the JICA Forestry Project. 
He appreciated the traditional and organic products displayed at the stall and emphasised the 
growing need to promote organic products in today's world. He also congratulated the JICA 
Forestry Project and the associated self-help groups for their efforts.

 Products prepared by various self-help groups under the Parvati Forest Division were 
displayed for sale and exhibition during the week-long festival.

 DCF Parvati Sarthak Parashar said that products made by self-help groups associated 
with the project were regularly displayed and sold at festivals organised across the state. 
Following the same approach, traditional and chemical-free products were made available to 
visitors at Kullu Dussehra.

 The products included pahari rajma, maize flour, honey, ghee, pickles, Sea buckthorn, 
sepu badi, walnuts and kodo millet flour.

 According to DCF Parvati, products from 30 self-help groups were displayed at the 
festival. On the opening day, a large number of visitors gathered to purchase products made 
by self-help groups associated with the Wildlife Kullu, Parvati and Lahaul forest divisions.
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Tousts Flock to
Tradional Aire and 
Chemical-free products
At Ridge

 Traditional, natural and chemical free products 
prepared by self-help groups associated with the JICA 
Forestry Project emerged as a popular choice among 
local residents and tourists visiting the Ridge in 
Shimla, popularly known as the Queen of Hills.

 On 8 October 2026, the concluding day of 
Wildlife Week, stalls were set up at the Ridge to display 
and sell products prepared by self-help groups from the 
Kinnaur, Banjar, Shimla, Rohru and Chopal forest 
divisions.

 Principal Secretary (Forests) M. Sudha Devi 
inspected all the stalls and appreciated the efforts of the 
self-help groups associated with the JICA Forestry 
Project. She observed that these groups were 
producing high-quality goods and improving their 
livelihoods through their sale.

 Appreciating women who had travelled from 
remote regions such as Lahaul and Kinnaur, she said 
they were making meaningful contributions to their 
household economies by marketing chemical-free 
products.

 M. Sudha Devi noted the growing demand for a 
wide range of traditional and natural products, 
including Chharma from Lahaul; traditional Kinnauri 
garments; desi ghee; locally produced honey; pickles; 
Kinnauri rajma; red rice; kodra  millet flour; warm 
socks; pine-needle products; and seera-badi.

 Local residents and tourists turned out in large 
numbers to purchase these products, which were 
available at competitive prices and offered a chemical-
free alternative to conventional market goods.

 The two-day exhibition and sales event 
recorded an encouraging total sale of ₹1,35,160, 
reflecting the growing popularity of traditional, natural 
and chemical-free products prepared by the project's 
self-help groups.
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The Project in Media  
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CHIEF PROJECT DIRECTOR, JICA FORESTRY PROJECT 
Near Milkfed Corporation, Totu, Shimla-11, Himachal Pradesh  

Phone: 0177-2837217 / 2838217  

                       Email: cpdjica2018hpfd@gmail.com  https://jicahpforestryproject.com

    ADDITIONAL PROJECT DIRECTOR, MONITORING AND EVALUATION UNIT
JICA Forestry Project, Kullu । Phone: 01902-226636। Email: pdjicakullu@gmail.com

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

 Tamil Nadu

Meghalaya

 Odisha

JICA Iniaves in Himachal Pradesh Applauded
by Oer States; Expeences Shared

Experts from Five States Participate in a Two-Day Workshop Held in Dharamshala from 5th to 7th September 2026
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